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SUBJECT: BREMEN LAND ELECTION OUTCOME 

REF: BREMEN 0487 

1. SUMMARY: BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

IN THE SEPTEMBER 28 BREMEN LAND ELECTIONS, THE SPD, AS EXPECTED, 
RETAINED ITS ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN THE BUERGERSCHAFT (52 OF 
100 SEATS). HOWEVER, IT SUFFERED HEAVY LOSSES AND DROPPED FROM 
55.3 PERCENT (IN THE 1971 LAND ELECTION) TO 48.7 PERCENT OF 
THE VOTE. THE CDU INCREASED ITS VOTE FROM 31.6 PERCENT TO 
33.8 PERCENT. THE FDP EMERGED AS THE WINNER, INCREASING ITS 
PERCENTAGE OF THE VOTE FROM 7.1 PERCENT TO 12.9 PERCENT. 

THE DKP DROPPED FROM 3.1 PERCENT TO 2.1 PERCENT; THE NPD 

FROM 2.8 PERCENT TO 1.1 PERCENT. OTHER SPLINTER PARTIES COMBINED 
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DID NOT RECEIVE EVEN ONE PERCENT OF THE VOTE. VOTER 
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PARTICIPATION (80.2 PERCENT), CONTRARY TO EXPECTATIONS OF A 
DECREASE, WAS 0.2 PERCENT HIGHER THAN IN 1971. 

2. THE SPD WON AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF 52 SEATS IN THE NEW 
BUERGERSCHAFT, A LOSS OF 7 SEATS. BUERGERMEISTER HANS KOSCHNICK 
IN HIS FIRST POST-ELECTION STATEMENT DECLARED THAT THE FORMATION 
OF AN SPD/FDP COALITION WAS UNLIKELY SINCE THE ABSOLUTE SPD 
MAJORITY IN THE BREMEN CITY (ONE VOTE MAJORITY) AND THE LAND 
(TWO VOTE MAJORITY) PARLIAMENTS PERMITTED THE SPD TO GOVERN 
ALONE. KOSCHNICK ADDED THAT THE VOTER SHIFT FROM THE SPD TO 
THE FDP SHOWED THAT NATIONAL ISSUES, SSPECIALLY THE GOVERNMENT’S 
SCONOMIC AND FINANCIAL POLICIES, WERE NOT THE REASON FOR SPD 
LOSSES IN BREMEN. RATHER VARIOUS LOCAL ISSUES WERE RESPON- 
SIBLE. 

3. THE CDU WILL HAVE 35 SEATS IN THE NEW BUERGERSCHAFT, AN 
INCREASE OF ONE. BERND NEUMANN, CDU LAND CHAIRMAN, EXPRESSED 
SATISFACTION WITH THE "BEST RESULT EVER OBTAINED BY THE CDU 

IN BREMEN ”, BUT ADMITTED THAT HE AND OTHER LEADERS OF THE PARTY 
HAD HOPED FOR ABOUT TWO PERCENT MORE. 

4. THE FDP ALMOST DOUBLED ITS SHARE OF SEATS IN THE BUERGER- 
SCHAFT (FROM SEVEN TO THIRTEEN). ITS CHAIRMAN, HORST- JUERGEN 
LAHMANN, CONSIDERED BY NEARLY EVERYONE THE BIG WINNER IN THE 
ELECTION, ATTRIBUTED THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF THE VOTE THE 
FDP HAS OBTAINED SINCE 1947 TO THE FACT THAT THE FDP HAS 
DEVELOPED A CLEAR ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM AND THEREFORE A SEPARATE 
POLITICAL IDENTITY. HE STATED THAT HIS PARTY WOULD NOT FORM 

A COALITION WITH THE SPD SINCE THE LATTER HAD RETAINED ITS 
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

5. COMMENT: BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

AS PREDICTED IN REFTEL, THE SPD RETAINED ITS ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
AND WILL GOVERN ALONE. ALTHOUGH PD LOSSES AND FDP GAINS WERE 
EXPECTED, MOST OBSERVERS WERE SURPRISED AT THE MAGNITUDE. 
KOSCHNICK CANNOT BE HAPPY ABOUT A 6.6 PERCENT LOSS IN SPD 
STRENGTH, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF THE NOVEMBER SPD NATIONAL 
CONVENTION WHERE HE EXPECTS TO BE ELECTED DEPUTY SPD FEDERAL 
CHAIRMAN. A COMPENSATION WILL BE HIS ABILITY TO USE THE ELECTION 
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RESULTS AS AMMUNITION IN INTRAPARTY DISPUTES WITH HIS PARTY'S 
LEFT WING IN BREMEN. LOOKING TOWARDS THE NATIONAL SPD CON- 
VENTION, KOSCHNICK COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO ATTRIBUTE THE 
LOSSES TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT POLICIES, THUS HIS EMPHASIS ON 
"LOCAL ISSUES". IN FACT, THE ECONOMIC SITUATION PROBABLY 
DID PLAY A KEY ROLE IN SPD LOSSES (SINCE IT IS THE MAJOR 
PARTNER IN THE FEDERAL COALITION) AS DID LOCAL ISSUES, ESPECIALLY 
THE RECENT TAPE RECORDING SCANDAL. THE FDP TOOK VOTES FROM 
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THE SPD AND SOME WHICH, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE SCANDAL, 

WOULD HAVE GONE TO THE CDU. LAHMANN HAS CLEARLY EMERGED AS 
A RISING STAR IN LAND POLITICS. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

6. DETAILED COMMENTS FOLLOW BY AIRGRAM. WESTON 
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